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HE Norm. has ſcattered our poor family, _ 
Aud bas driven me here to this ſtrange „ 
land; and new ſtorms ariſing do keep 
von os you cannot come to me here, and n 
.know what hinders me from coming to yo: 
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bleſſed be our Lord and our God, that we know . 
' that we may meet often before the throne in Prayer wh 5 

- and ſupplications ane for another; and it is a I „ 

mercy that we haye yet leave to commune ole 


wich another in letters. 1 do often bac . ST 
Jou, neither do 1 eat my ſolitary morſels without 
[minding yon, and thinks on the days when you. 2 5 
and the children were about our table: but alas? 1 
dhe days of our liberty and peace were not im- + 1 
en by me as they ought and ſhould have been; n 
_ and now all that I can do iu that-lagd of my Nile. 
next unto prayer for you, is to write yen at this 35 7 


| The Lord, whoſe gift a good wife is. 5 4 77 


chooſe you. for me, and bas made you's m. 
children unto me, aud bas ae 5 

9 ge, yea, bog made you comfartatle tome in my. * 
fler ings to which he has called me. It has deen 1 
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"mm refreſhing to my ſpirit to think that 27 


fally, and I hop comfartably, | bear = 15 N 5 
rear theſe croſſes 2 5 
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"A NE any loſs that we ſive met with i-th Lord's 


throne of God, Heb, xii. 2. 


; e 


n a 3 
8 ** * — 9 4 * K 
27 3 5 Fr. * 
7 PEEL - e 
NN 1 


"way, and for his honourable cauſe, joyſully and 
Without murmuring, it ſhall turn to our good, and 


It ſhall well and abundantly be repaid by him, 


who gives the hundred fold even in "(bis life, . tho* 
with perſecution, Fret not againſt unjuſt. men, 


Who have driven me ſo far away from you; bur- 
pray for them, that the Lord may give them re- 


pentance to the acknowledging of his truth and 
of their own backſlidings from it. Ye know that 
they have done worſe to others than to me; 
Princes have been hanged by their hands, and 
they have ſhed. the precious blood of faithful 


; 6 witneſſes: and I am ſure you would rather have 


me in the baniſhment far from you, than to have 
had me at home with you as a Biſhop, or Dean. 
or time - ſerving miniſter. The longer you live, ye 
ſhall the more clearly ſee the Lord's hand to be 
Wife and good in all that has befallen us: 1 
hope his thoughts toward us are peace, and not 
evil, to give us an expected end. O pray for your 
ſelf and for me, that he who. has given us, up- 
on the behalf of Chriſt, not only to believe in 
bim, but alſo to ſuffer 107 his name, would alſa 
give us grace that we may ſuffer chearfully, and 
would alſo carry us through cleanly and. faith- 
Wo he who hath called, yes, he who hath called 


us, alſo will do it, He ſends no man a wary 


fare on his own charges, and he fits and furniſhes 
for ſuffering work, and bids us commit all th 
ou. of our way unto the Captain of our ſalva- 


5 2 even to Jefus, who! is the author and fini> = 


her of our faith, who for the. joy' that was 
by | before Him, endured the croſs, deſpiſng the 
n 


My dear wife, I intreat you to make your i | 
tereſt ture in hi. ou: "5 Wat this world us 
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'to loſe them, as 
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changing. | evil world. and they that 3 are trou · 


bled about the many things In it, have much 
_ eareful trouble and. much toil in ſeeking them; 


and when they have gotten their portion of th 


they are not fatisfied,. neither taſte of any true 
joy in the enjoying them; and when they e 
ure they muſt at laſt, O what 


a diſappoimment do they meet with ! and then 


, 


1 tdey are as 4 dreaming hungry man that dream 5 


eth that he eateth, but when he awaketh bis fouk 
is empty. Jaiab xxix. 8, but chuſe you the good 20% 
portion that ſhall not be taken from you, Lale xa! 
40, 41, 42. the world can neither give it nor take 
it away: it is the one thing needful; there is no 
more but to chuſe it, and then it is yours, ang 
is ſure unto you; for your chuſing of it is a 
| fure and ſweet evidence that the Lord has choſen. 
made you to embrace his choice; for we have 
got choſen him firſt, but he has choſen us; be= 
cauſe he has loved us with an everlaſting love, 
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good portion, even Chriſt, and grace, and glory, 
ſerious, deliberate and fixed ; and therefore 1 70 


would do well often to renew it in the Lord's 


preſence in our moſt ſerious hours, and to have 


| our ſouls oft ſaying to him, Thou art my God and 


* 


that Which will ſatisfy 
mortal ſoul, and which ſhall. through all eternity 


be the matter of our eternal ſong and joy; and 


havin f | other things that 
the Lord thinks needful for us, while we are 


make earneſt of teligion: the moſt part that are 
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therefore with loving-kindneſs will be 1 . | FL 
but we muſt take heed that the chuſing of that 
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vpon our way heaven ward. My dear heart; , 
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. Chriſtine” never make 1 A chem 
. to ino him and the power of his reſurrection, 
be fellow/ ip of his Rulings, being made conforms 
we to his death, Philip. it. 8, 9, 10. This is a 
ned OS ſublime ſtudy : the greateſt divines 
Cannot go above it, and yet the weakeſt believer 
5 2 allowed to enter upon it in Chriſt's ſchool with 
the learnedeſt ; for it muſt be he that muſt be our 
teacher; yea, it is he that has made ir one article 
_ of the well ordered. 1 that we ſhall be 
1 taught of God, and ſhall all know him from 
the tealt to the greateſt; and it is therefore the 
ooreſt nd weakeſt ſeekers of him who are — 
at their A, B. C, and profeſs little: he caſts none 
out that come to him, and enter themſelves under 
1 teaching, neither did he ever put any away 
becauſe of ignorance or dulneſs of learning, and 
ia conceiving the-great myſteries of the kingdom £ 
'Þ he take us in hand, we ſhall learn and profit; 
and if we offer ourſelves to be taught by him, 
de will take us in hand as we are, and will make 
us better: Lou and I have a fair opportunity now - 
to grow in acquaintance with Chriſt, for he has 
_ allured us to the wilderneſs to ſpeak comfortably _— 
© our hearts; he has made us paſs under his rod, 
_ that he may bring us within the bond of n 
| Covenant; he has abridged us as to aur former en- 
oyments in the things of this world, that we may 
. better than ever we did before to be cru- 
Cified to the world, and to have the world cru- 
eitied to us; that we may underſtand enperi- 
mentally what. that leſſon means which the apoſtle. 
_ teaches. us, 1 Ger. vii. 30, 41 and that Which 
Habakkuk won to, Hab. iii. 17, 18. Take courage, i F 
my dear heart: if our way be rough in our journey, 
5 and ſeemeth harder than it was, it is nearer to the 
end; there are not many fteps to our 3 8 
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| Web 3 rites was ſtep of 46: (; ere 
dark valley of the ſhadow Fe death If he 3 1 
with us in har hour, he ſhall enlighten our 9 the W 1 
neſs, and we ſhall: have a ſong in that night of my 
the ſetting of the ſun of this frail life, in hope. , 
of a fair morning and of an everlaſting day. e 8 
and 1 could tell, if our memories could mind, and _ +3 
I our hearts were in a better frame to ſet them = 
Working to mention, the lovipg-Kindneſs of the + 
Lord, and much of his goodneſs and patience, 
whereby he has been following us all our life 
time to this day: we cannot but ſay, he has been 
doing us good and not evil all our days, thoug 
we have reputed him variable and very unkindly : 
| he would take it very ill at our hand, if we ſhould 
now come to call his love and kindneſs in que⸗ 
ſtion, after we have had ſo many years experience 
of it; let us rather labour to believe, that he 
ho has very tenderly and abundantly cared. 
for us from the womb to this day, will not now 
leave us or forſake us When old age hath over- 
taken us: be who made us a family as a flock; 
and kept houſe for us, and with us, for ſo many . 
years, will not now caſt off the care of us, when un⸗ 
Juſt men have ſcattered us, and yet he knows that 
| they found nething againſt us but in the matters. 
| of our God, and yet men would needs fcatter us, 
becauſe we would not yield to forſake our = 2» 
Shepherd, who had laid down his life for us, (and 
| - follow idol-ſhepherds, who ſeek pleaſure and _— 
& the well of the flock,) whoſe eye is upon us 
Where - ever we be driven in this cloudy and „ 
| day; and whole hand will gather us again from all 
= places where we hare been ſcattered, and will ex  _} 
_ attly reckon with thoſe idol-ſhepherds who fee | 
_ themſelves and not the flock, und will bring a 8 
Vo and curſe upon them, Ezeł. xxxiv. throughout. 
5 . 1 * We were 2 rite more to 8) gl juſt 
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not de diſcouraged: for albeit we may hold 
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eyil againſt us, becauſe we would not run o 
with them in the fearful backſliding, and becaule: - 
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our faces before men, and maintain - our 
E againſt them that have 4 


we would not ſay a confederacy to all thoſe to whan 


| they ſaid u confederary, neither -wonld fear heir 
fear, nor have any part with them who bave rob- 


bed Chriſt of many of his royal prerogatives, . to 


_ atlorn. poor dying, ſinful clay with them; (but 


alas, both thieves and reſetters muſt aniwer. ſadly 


for this higheſt ſacrilege, in the day when out 55 
Lord ſhall come to reckon for all the wrongs that 


have been done N Zion, and againſt her King i 5 


95 yet could we nof anſwer for one of a thouſand, if 
the Lord ſhould enter into judgment with us; 
for bis hand is holy and juſt, even in that wherein 


men's hand is cruel and unjuſt; and that which is tg 


band perſecution againſtus, as it isfromn man, is a fas 
therly and juſt chaſtiſement upon us as it is from 
_ God: and therefore our beſt courſe would be, to turn _ 
away our eyes from unjuſt perſecuting men to- 


wards the juſt correcting hand of God, and to ſay 


s it is Lam iii. 39, 40. Did not our mifimpro» 
' ving of many days and years of proſperity. juſtly 


deſerve and require ſome years of trouble? If be 


had not ſeen that we were in danger of ſettling up- 
on our lees, he would not have thus poured us from 


_ veſſel to veſſel ; had he not ſeen our droſs ſticking 


ſo faſt to us, we ſhould not have met with ſuch 3 
hot furnace: but bleſſed be he who in faithful. 


neſs afflits; who will not withhold the rod, 


When ſparing of it would argue hatred. to the 
child; who will not fail to ſer up his fire in Zion, 
and his furnace in Jeruſalem, when he ſees ,thaz 

the ſons of love have ſuch need of purifying, and, 
that, unleſs the fire conſume our droſs, we ares 
* ourſelves of. . * fer. 5 8 
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1 Lord b it to A that we Aeris that 
as he has afflicted us in meaſure, and has not ſtir- 
red up all his wrath againſt us, but in the day of 
his eaſt wind has ſaid and reſtrained his rough 
wind; ſo. we may in due time fee, that by this the 
an of Jacob ſhall be purged, and that this 
the fruit to take away fin, J@. xvii. 8, g. 

And now, fearing leſt I trouble you with ſo lon 
| a letter, I ſhall, in a few words, W you _— 
ank. 3 

1 1 recommend to you, to c yourſelf wich 
the Lord, as he has revealed himſelf to you in his 
word, Job xxii. 21, 22. and ſeek his face in earneſt 
and fervent prayer; for a right ſeeking and pa- 


tient waiting will do you much good, Luke xviil. 
= 1,—9, Let the word of God dwell richly in you, 
and often look into that glaſs which will both give - 
you a ſight of your own heart and ways, that you 


may lothe yourſelf: in them you ſee a ſweet Night: 


of Chriſt's kind heart towards humbled and monrn- 


* ſinners, that you may love him, and ſeek to 
e and ſee that he! is FE and bleſſed are they 
4hat truſt in him. 
2. When now you are de pred "of that large. 
allowance of public ordinances which [formerly 
vou enjoy'd, be much in ſecret duties; he ca 
make this morſel, eaten in ſecret, both {wet and 


ſtrengthning unto you: next unto your bible, 


ſome good godly books, as worthy Mr Ruther- 
foord's letters, a book which has done much good 


[ and that "O07 Rike bock ol Mr William u- 
1 Li 


3. Have a care 555 the children, now, pol 


' elally; Lam ſd far removed from you and them: 


fee what good you can do for their ſouls, in 


often praying for them, and admoniſhing them 


in 8 as * ſee TR Oe" doth re! 
n | N 3 


unto ſome ſouls, and will do good to more, 


r 
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"tris [You have ſome of them more edle 
- with you than the reſt: let their time together 
- be well improven. Have a care of Margaret your 
' = _ - youngeſt daughter, whom the Lord keep win 
Doo now in your: old age! warn her to ſeek” the _ 
Lord early in the morning of her age; for thoſe 
- who ſeek. him early ſhall' find him: charge her | 
to eſchew the vanities and follies of a preſent evil 
World, and to walk and carry herſelf as becomes 
the daughter of a poor baniſhed miniſter, I have 
e hopes- that the Lord who ſaved her 
1 from death here in Holland, and brought her fafe 
B home with you to the land where ſhe was born, 
Will glorify himſelf in his mercy and free FS 
toward her: the Lord grant that it may be 
Hope you and ſhe both will join your Amen to this. 
Ton have your ſecond ſon with you: he may be 
| Helpful to you and to the ſmall remnant. of that” 
ſcattered family, that you have with you and 
when his eldeſt brother ſhall return, he like 
3 wiſe will be helpful to you in family duties. 3 1 
Pleſs the Lord for them both, that he has begun tos M- 
make himſelf known to their ſouls, and to incline MM 
their hearts to ſeek him, and to cleave unto him 
* this backſliding time: the Lord encreiſe' his 
ace in them, and keep them Rt? in nearer, 4 8 
communion with himſelf. 425 
Y 4. Be not troubled with p ag thoughts a © 
bh: 5 bout the world: the meek in 580 1 axe waxing a 
nearer to an end;; and you ſee noway, im 
human appearance, bow their place ſhall be filled © 
up again. Believe, that he that provides well for 5 
his on that truſt and wait on him, will make, that 
the barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, nor the oil. in the” H 
cruſe fail, until the day that the Lord ſend the 
rain upon that poor land, 1 Kings 17. 14. Has he 
not promiſed that thoſe who walk .uprightly be- 
bre him; and: whoſe e J kim, 1 75 
n 1 7-28 
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ee e e ee , 
+ nition of rocks, ther r bread abu bet even chen. 3 | 


ces for ry and 4th raying, that the Lo | 
would write them clearly and diſtin&tly 'on your 
heart, and would help you to read them, and to 


rejoice in them, or rather in him, who has made 


the purchaſe for you, and freely given you the 
evidence of it: he knows that it would be no 
mall comfort in this my old age; and 1 am perſua - 
ded yet to hope to ſee ou and the Lord's Jen. f 
ſalem in that land in peace, before 1 ſee death. 
But this would much ſweeten the delay, and this 
though it were till death, to have the lively bope 1. 
that ye and I ſhall enjoy the" Jeruſalem that is a- 
dove, where righteouſneſs and peace dwell, and 
where no ſtorm can come. to ſcatter us again. 
Pray, pray for this to you and me, yea, and for 


all the children the Lord has given us. Sure ! 


am there is room enough for us all there. O let 
us run to him who has gone thither to prepare 
manſions for all whom the Father has given to 
him in the eternal decree of election, and for whom 
he has laid down his life as a price for our re- 
2 And we cannot better know that (eren 


we, poor ſinful wretched) we are of the bleſſed | 


| number, than by our coming to him to ſeek and 
E ſalration in him, who has paſſed his word, 
yea, his oath on it, that he will caſt none out that 
come to him; and he is a King of his word, and 
will. not fail. to perform what he has promiſed... 


* us ir to 0 n W his ant of 


dat in which it is impoſſible for 
1 that we may have ſtron 
We flee-for refuge to the hope ſet before us Now,” 
5 1 lease this on you; lay hold upon him who has. 
tenderly cared for me all my lifetime, and has been 
ina ſpecial manner kind to me in this place of my 
_  exite, giving me now and then ſweet feaſts in this 
1 8 for which I deſire you may bleſs him : 
8 N Andi ist all Jour cares upon him, for he will care 
£9 = he is my God, and will be the God of my 
tions after me; and when I come to fall alleep, , 
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; Ws. 8 5 00 He, 
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p bY | 
Andi to be taken ofthe ſtage, hope there ſhall.be a 
275 mily ſerving the Lord in their generation better 


9 ever I did in mine: himſelf grant that it may 
9 eſo! The abundant grace of aur Lord, and the 
47 *-ſyyget,« conſolation of his bleſſed Spirit, be with you, 

87 * my dear heart, and with the ſix children, and with 
* e eldeſt danghter's children and husband. This 
the frequent and fervent prayer of your loving 
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